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dangerous; the latter, because they hold it to be
impossible. If I had entertained the latter con-
viction, I should not have written this book, but I
should have confined myself to deploring in secret the
destiny of mankind. I have sought to point out the
dangers to which the principle of equality exposes
the independence of man, because I firmly belie-
that these dangers are the most formidable, as weL
the least foreseen, of all those which futurity holds ^
store : but I do not think that they are insurmount
able. The men who live in the democratic ages upoi
which we are entering have naturally a taste for inde-
pendence : they are naturally impatient of regulation,
and they are wearied by the permanence even of the
condition they themselves prefer. They are fond of
power; but they are prone to despise and hate those
who wield it, and they easily elude its grasp by their
own mobility and insignificance. These propensities
will always manifest themselves, because they origin-
ate in the groundwork of society, which will undergo
no change: for a long time they will prevent the
establishment of any despotism, and they will furnish
fresh weapons to each succeeding generation which
shall struggle in favour of the liberty of mankind.
Let us then look forward to the future with that
salutary fear which makes men keep watch and ward
for freedom, not with that faint and idle terror which
depresses and enervates the heart.
Before I close for ever the theme that has detained
me so long, I would fain take a parting survey of all
the various characteristics of modern society, and
appreciate at last the general influence to be exercised
by the principle of equality upon the fate of mankind ;
but I am stopped by the difficulty of the task, and in
presence of so great an object my sight is troubled and
my reason fails. The society of the modern world